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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
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900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE 
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JAMES A. NOYES, Director 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
P.O. BOX 1460 

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460 

IN REPLY PLEASE 

REFER TO FILE: AS-0 
  

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
PLAN-IT EARTH, TIMES-IN-EDUCATION PROGRAM 
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

1. Award the contract for "Plan-It Earth, Times-In-Education Program" to    
Los Angeles Times Communications, L.L.C., a limited liability company 
organized under the laws of Delaware, located in Los Angeles, California, 
commencing upon Board approval through August 31, 2004, with four     
1-year options to renew for a total contract period of five years 
commencing upon Board approval. 

 
 2. Authorize Public Works to annually encumber $40,000.  This amount 

represents the contractor's cost to perform the program for one year.  
 
 3. Authorize the contractor to proceed with the work in accordance with the 

contract specifications, terms, conditions, and requirements. 
 
 4. Delegate authority to the Director of Public Works to execute and to renew 

this contract for the four 1-year renewal options or terminate, if, in the 
opinion of the Director, renewal or termination is warranted. 
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
The purpose of this action is to award a contract to provide a program for sixth- through 
ninth-grade classrooms to receive free copies of the Los Angeles Times to use for 
educational purposes including researching and writing articles about environmental 
issues for publication in the newspaper.  Public Works has sponsored the                  
Los Angeles Times Times-In-Education Earth Science Program since 1995.  The award 
of this contract will continue this sponsorship. 
 
In April 1988, your Board adopted the County Solid Waste Management Action Plan to 
provide long-range solutions for the management of this region's solid waste.  The 
Action Plan incorporated source reduction, recycling, and public education programs 
and set the stage for regional efforts to meet the mandates of the California Integrated 
Waste Management Act of 1989 (Assembly Bill 939) in diverting 50 percent of the waste 
generated from disposal (based on 1990 levels) by the Year 2000. 
 
The County is responsible for the implementation of environmental public education 
programs which include primary and secondary environmental education programs at 
schools.    This program features newspaper-based lessons that teach students about 
environmental conditions; gives them skills in researching environmental issues; 
encourages waste reduction, recycling, reusing, and preventing pollution of our 
waterways; and instills a sense of accountability for and pride in the environment among 
the teachers and students involved, as well as those who read the published articles in 
the Los Angeles Times. 
 
This program reaches students enrolled in a variety of subjects in a nonconventional 
format.  These classroom activities teach valuable skills, including project management, 
that students will use throughout their academic careers and beyond.  Learning about 
current environmental issues printed in the weekly Science File section and feature 
articles placed throughout the newspaper increases student vocabulary, improves 
reading skills, and enhances knowledge about the environment.  In addition, reading the 
newspaper broadens students horizons, developing well-rounded, informed members of 
society. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action is consistent with the County's Strategic Plan Goals of Organizational 
Effectiveness and Children and Families' Well Being.  This contract will improve internal 
operations through the utilization of this contractor's expertise to effectively provide this 
service in a timely and efficient manner, as well as improve the quality of life in the 
County. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The annual cost of this contract will not exceed $40,000.  This contract will commence 
upon Board approval through August 31, 2004.  With the Board's delegated authority, 
the Director may renew this contract from year to year for a total contract period not to 
exceed five years.  In any event, this contract may be canceled or terminated at any 
time by the County without cause upon giving at least 30 days' written notice to the 
contractor.  This contract also allows for termination should funds not be appropriated 
for a future fiscal year.  Funds are available in the Flood Control District's 2003-04 Fund 
to cover the cost of this contract.  There will be no impact on net County cost. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Prior to the Director executing this contract which will be substantially reflected in 
Enclosure A, the contractor will sign and County Counsel will be asked to review and 
approve as to form. 
 
This contract contains Board-ordered contract terms and conditions regarding the 
contractor notifying their current and new employees regarding the Federal-earned 
income tax credit, agreement to maximize to the extent possible the use of        
recycled-content paper products, contractor responsibility and debarment, jury service 
requirements, provisions regarding the Safely Surrendered Baby Law, and no payment 
for services received after contract expiration or termination. 
 
Public Works has confirmed that the Child Support Services Department has received 
the contractor's Principal Owner Information Form in compliance with the Los Angeles 
County Code Chapter 2.200 (Child Support Compliance Program). 
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Public Works has evaluated and determined that the Living Wage Program               
(Los Angeles County Code Chapter 2.201) does not apply to this recommended 
contract as the contract is for non-Proposition A services. 
 
Proof of the required Comprehensive General and Automobile Liability insurance 
policies, naming the County as additional insured, and evidence of Worker's 
Compensation insurance will be obtained from the contractor before work commences. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
A Request for Proposals was not distributed for this contract.  Public Works has 
sponsored this program for the past eight years. The contractor is the only newspaper in 
the County that offers an environmental education program.  The only other major 
newspaper that offers any kind of environmental program is the                            
Orange County Register.  The contractor's daily average circulation is 1,142,899. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
The award of this contract will not result in the displacement of any County employees, 
as this program has always been contracted with the private sector. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
One approved copy of this letter is requested. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JAMES A. NOYES 
Director of Public Works 
 
LG 
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Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 



ENCLOSURE A 
 
 

S A M P L E   A G R E E M E N T 
 
THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into as of this ______ day of                , 

2003, by and between the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a subdivision of the State of 
California, herein referred to as "COUNTY," and LOS ANGELES TIMES 
COMMUNICATIONS, L.L.C., a limited liability company organized under the laws of 
Delaware, hereinafter referred to as "CONTRACTOR." 

 
W I T N E S S E T H 

 
WHEREAS, the County has sponsored the Plan-It Earth, Times-In-Education 

Program (Program) with this Contractor for the past eight years, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Contractor is the only newspaper in the County of Los Angeles that 

offers an environmental education program. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 
 

1. The Contractor, for the consideration hereinafter set forth and acceptance by the 
County's Board of Supervisors, hereby agrees to continue to develop, implement, 
and evaluate this Program to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works, as 
described in the attached Specifications for “Plan-It Earth, Times-In-Education.” 
 

2. The Contract Specifications and the Standard Terms and Conditions of the          
Los Angeles County Service Contracts, all attached hereto, and the insurance 
certifications, are incorporated herein, and are agreed to by the County and the 
Contractor to constitute an integral part of the Contract documents.  
 

3. The County agrees, in consideration of satisfactory completion of the Program, and 
each task and subtask specified in strict accordance with the Contract 
Specifications, to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works, to pay to the 
Contractor  an  annual  amount not to exceed $40,000 (or such greater sum as the 
Board of Supervisors may approve).  

 
4. The Contractor agrees in strict accordance with the Contract Specifications to meet 

the County’s Requirements. 
 
// 
 
// 
 
// 
 
// 
 
// 



 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the County has, by order of its Board of Supervisors, 

caused these presents to be subscribed by the Director of Public Works, and the 
Contractor has subscribed its name by and through its duly authorized officers, as of the 
day, month, and year first written above. 

 
 

 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES            
 
 
 

 By _______________________________ 
 Director of Public Works 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
LLOYD W. PELLMAN 
County Counsel 
 
 
 
By _________________________ 

 Deputy 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 
COMMUNICATIONS, L.L.C., a 
limited liability company organized 
under the laws of Delaware 

 
 
 

 By ______________________________ 
Andrea Reinken  
Western Zone Manager  
Times In Education  
Los Angeles Times  
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